
COLORADO CAPITOL’S HALL OF FAME  
 

THE GOVERNOR AND OTHER STATE OFFICERS MOVED INTO THE 

NEW CAPITOL BUILDING ON NOVEMBER 9, 1894. DESIGNED 

BY ELIJAH E. MYERS AND REMINISCENT OF THE UNTIED STATES 

CAPITOL, THE BUILDING CONTAINS COLORADO’S HALL OF 

FAME, OR CIRCLE OF FAME AS SOME CALL IT, DISPLAYING 

IMAGES OF SIXTEEN INDIVIDUALS WHO MADE SIGNIFICANT 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO COLORADO’S HISTORY. 

 

FIFTEEN MEN AND ONE WOMAN WERE HONORED WITH A 

STAINED-GLASS DISPLAY IN THE DOME OF THE NEW CAPITAL 

BUILDING. A DESCRIPTION OF EACH OF THESE INDIVIDUALS IS 

LISTED IN A PLAQUE PLACED ACROSS FROM THEIR STAINED-
GLASS WINDOW. THE FOLLOWING SHOWS EACH OF THE 

INDIVIDUALS IN THE HALL OF FAME ALONG WITH THEIR IMAGE. 

JAMES WILLIAM DENVER SERVED AS THE GOVERNOR OF THE 

TERRITORY OF KANSAS, A FEDERAL COMMISSIONER ON INDIAN 

AFFAIRS, AND AS A U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALIFORNIA. 
ALTHOUGH HE ONLY VISITED COLORADO A FEW TIMES, THE 

CITY OF DENVER IS NAMED IN HIS HONOR. 

 

WILLIAM GILPIN SERVED AS THE FIRST GOVERNOR OF THE 

TERRITORY OF COLORADO FROM 1861 TO 1862. AS AN 

EXPLORER, MILITARY OFFICER, AND POLITICIAN, HE AIDED IN 

THE EXPANSION OF THE UNITED STATES IN THE WEST. 

 

WILLIAM BYERS WAS A U.S. DEPUTY SURVEYOR CHARGED 

WITH SURVEYING MANY WESTERN TERRITORIES BEFORE 

COMING TO COLORADO. IN 1859, HE LAUNCHED THE ROCKY 

MOUNTAIN NEWS, WHICH WAS PUBLISHED IN DENVER UNTIL 

2009. BYERS WAS THE EDITOR OF THE NEWSPAPER FOR 20 

YEARS. 
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GENERAL WILLIAM PALMER WAS A PROMINENT RAILROAD 

BUILDER WHOSE PROJECTS INCLUDED THE DENVER AND RIO 

GRANDE RAILROAD, THE FIRST NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY IN 

THE UNITED STATES. HE FOUNDED THE TOWN OF COLORADO 

SPRINGS AND LATER HELPED ESTABLISH COLORADO COLLEGE. 

 

CHIEF OURAY WAS THE CHIEF OF THE UNCOMPAHGRE TRIBE 

OF THE UTE NATION. IN AN EFFORT TO PRESERVE UTE LAND IN 

THE SAN JUAN REGION, HE NEGOTIATED TREATIES THAT WERE 

LATER BROKEN WHEN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT FORCED THE 

TRIBE TO RELOCATE TO UTAH. CHIEF OURAY WAS RESPECTED 

AS A LEADER BY BOTH THE UTE PEOPLE AND THE AMERICAN 

PUBLIC. 

 

JOHN DYER CAME TO COLORADO IN 1861 AS A TRAVELING 

METHODIST MINISTER. HE WAS A PROMINENT PREACHER IN 

COLORADO MINING CAMPS AND ON THE WESTERN SLOPE. 
DYER WALKED OR SNOWSHOED THROUGH THE MOUNTAINS TO 

SPREAD HIS MESSAGE AND BECAME KNOWN AS THE 

“SNOWSHOE ITINERANT.” 

 

RICHARD BUCKINGHAM WAS A SUCCESSFUL DOCTOR AND 

POLITICIAN. HE HELPED FOUND THE COLORADO SCHOOL FOR 

THE DEAF AND THE BLIND AND THE DENVER MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATION. HE SERVED IN THE TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE 

AND AS THE 13TH MAYOR OF DENVER. 

 

GENERAL BELA M. HUGHES WAS A SUCCESSFUL 

BUSINESSMAN AND POLITICIAN. HE WAS AN EARLY FIGURE IN 

THE COLORADO TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY AND LATER 

SERVED AS THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE DENVER PACIFIC 

RAILWAY. 

 

JIM BAKER WAS AN EARLY PIONEER AND FUR TRADER IN 

COLORADO. HIS ROLE AS AN INTERPRETER, CHIEF SCOUT, AND 

GUIDE FOR PIONEERS AND THE U.S. MILITARY MADE HIM A 



SIGNIFICANT FIGURE IN THE EARLY DAYS OF THE AMERICAN 

WEST. 

 

BENJAMIN EATON WAS AN EARLY DEVELOPER OF LARGE-SCALE 

IRRIGATION AND FARMING TECHNIQUES IN NORTHERN 

COLORADO. HE SERVED IN THE TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE AND 

AS A GOVERNOR OF COLORADO FROM 1885 TO 1887. 

 

ALEXANDER MAJORS WAS A SUCCESSFUL FREIGHTER WHOSE 

COMPANIES OVERSAW THE TRANSPORT OF GOODS ALONG 

PIONEER ROADS TO THE WESTERN U.S. TERRITORIES. HE WAS 

CO-FOUNDER OF THE CENTRAL, OVERLAND, CALIFORNIA, AND 

PIKES PEAK EXPRESS, ALSO KNOWN AS THE PONY EXPRESS. 

 

CASIMIRO BARELA WAS A MEMBER OF COLORADO’S 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION IN 1875 AND SERVED IN THE 

STATE LEGISLATURE FOR 25 YEARS. HE WAS AN EARLY 

ADVOCATE OF SPANISH-SPEAKING SETTLERS AND WAS REVERED 

AS ONE OF COLORADO’S BEST LIVESTOCK MEN. 

 

CHRISTOPHER “KIT” CARSON WAS A FIGHTER, SOLDIER, FUR 

TRAPPER, AND GUIDE FOR EARLY PIONEERS AND EXPLORERS. 
HIS REPUTATION WAS GALVANIZED BY DIME STORE NOVELS 

THAT MADE HIM A NATIONAL HERO AND SYMBOL OF THE 

AMERICAN WEST. 

 

NATHANIEL HILL WAS A CHEMIST WHO STUDIED SMELTING 

TECHNIQUES BEFORE OPENING SEVERAL SMELTING 

OPERATIONS IN COLORADO. HE SERVED AS THE U.S. SENATOR 

FROM COLORADO FROM 1879 TO 1885. 

 

FRANCES WISEBART JACOBS WAS A PROMINENT FIGURE IN 

LOCAL CHARITY ORGANIZATIONS. SHE HELPED ESTABLISH THE 

STATE’S FIRST FREE KINDERGARTEN, NATIONAL JEWISH 

HOSPITAL, AND WAS A FOUNDER OF THE UNITED WAY. 
JACOBS IS THE ONLY WOMAN REPRESENTED IN THE HALL OF 

FAME.  



 

JOHN EVANS WAS APPOINTED AS THE SECOND GOVERNOR OF 

THE TERRITORY OF COLORADO IN 1862. HE WAS FORCED TO 

RESIGN IN 1865 FOLLOWING THE SAND CREEK MASSACRE. 
EVANS WAS A FOUNDER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF DENVER AND 

REMAINED A PROMINENT FIGURE IN COLORADO UNTIL HIS 

DEATH. 
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