
MISS ANNIE’S ADVICE ON UNMENTIONABLES 

AS THE ADNOMINAL GLORIES OF THE COLORADO TERRITORY 

FADE INTO THE SHORT DAYS OF SILVERY WINTER, LADIES WILL 

NOW FOCUS THEIR NEEDLES ON THEIR WHITEWORK. THE 

SCANT LIGHT IS BEST USED FOR REPAIRING YOUR LIGHT-

COLORED UNDERPINNINGS. THE MUSLIN CHEMISE WITH THE 

LACE INSERT IN NEED OF REPAIR, THE REPLACEMENT OF 

DAMAGED DRAWER’S TIES, AND THE RESTITCHING OF THE 

CORSET BONE FLOSSING. 

THE CHEMISE WORN CLOSE TO THE SKIN, IS MOST OFT 

LAUNDERED DURING THE HEAT OF SUMMER. IT WILL NEED 

MENDING AND PERHAPS CAN BE MADE ANEW WITH AN 

EMBROIDERY PATTERN SUGGESTED BELOW FROM THE 

NOVEMBER 1861 ISSUE OF GODEY’S LADY’S BOOK. 

 

 DRAWERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCIDENTS OF A FEMALE NATURE 

AND ARE OFTEN BEYOND REPAIR. TRIMMINGS OF COURSE 

MUST BE SALVAGED. BY CAREFULLY UNPICKING ALL THE SEAMS, 

THE OLD TRIMMINGS CAN BE USED ON A NEW SET OF 

DRAWERS. THE ILLUSTRATION BELOW, FROM THE NOVEMBER 

1859 GODEY’S LADY’S BOOK, OFFERS DESIGN IDEAS FOR 

NEEDLE WOMEN WITH A MODICUM OF SKILL. 

 

CORSET BONES HAVE AN UNFORTUNATE TENDENCY OF 

WEARING THROUGH THE FABRIC. MISS ANNIE RECOMMENDS 

STITCHING FLOSSING PATTERNS AT EACH END OF YOUR CORSET 

BONES TO PREVENT WEAR AND TO KEEP THE BONES IN PLACE. 

THE FLOSSING ALSO ADDS A DELIGHTFUL ADDITION TO A 

SIMPLE CORSET. BELOW ARE SOME SIMPLE, EASY-TO-FOLLOW, 

YET BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLES. 

 

DAUGHTERS WHO GREW OVER THE SUMMER HAVE PETTICOATS 

THAT NEED LENGTHENING. GROWING TUCKS CAN BE UNPICKED 

AND LET OUT. SOILED TRIM IS EASILY LAUNDERED, BUT 

DAMAGED TRIM MUST BE MENDED OR COMPLETELY REPLACED. 

THE PETTICOAT BELOW, AS MODELED BY MISS ANNIE HERSELF, 

IS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF ADEQUATE GROWING TUCKS AND 

A FINE LACE TRIM. 
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1. Godey’s Lady’s Book, November 1859, and 1861 

http://www.uvm.edu/~hag/godey/images/s591139

6.jpg  

2. Images on Flossing from: The Basics of Flossing, 

Foundations Revealed, 

https://www.foundationsrevealed.com/index-of-

articles/corsetry/decoration/67-the-basics-of-

flossing   
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