
SAM HOUSTON’S DEFEAT 

IT HAS COME TO OUR ATTENTION THAT GENERAL SAM 

HOUSTON, WHO ONLY LAST MONTH LED 800 TEXANS IN A 

GLORIOUS VICTORY OVER GENERAL ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA 

ANNA, SUFFERED ONE RATHER EMBARRASSING DEFEAT BEFORE 

THE BATTLE THAT LIBERATED TEXAS. DESCRIBED AS A PERFECT 

MODEL OF MANLINESS AND BRAVERY, GENERAL SAM 

HOUSTON WAS NONE-THE-LESS DEFEATED BY 

FRONTIERSWOMAN AND TEXAN, PAMELA MANN. 

IN PREPARATION FOR HIS ENSUING 

BATTLE, GENERAL HOUSTON 

RECEIVED THE TWIN SISTERS—
TWO CANNONS, SIX POUNDERS, 
GIFTS FROM THE PEOPLE OF OHIO. 
TO MOVE THESE CANNONS TO THE 

SIGHT OF THE UPCOMING BATTLE, 
THE GENERAL BORROWED A YOKE 

OF OXEN FROM MRS. PAMELA 

MANN.  

HERE THE STORY BLURS. SOME 

SAY MISS MANN LOANED 

GENERAL HOUSTON THE OXEN UNDER THE CONDITION THEY BE 

RETURNED BY A CERTAIN TIME WHERE OTHERS SAY THEY WERE 

BORROWED ON THE CONDITION THE GENERAL TOOK THE GUNS 

TO NOCOGDOCHES, NOT HARRISBURG WHERE THERE WAS 

FIGHTING. EITHER WAY, WHEN THE OXEN WERE NOT 

RETURNED, MISS MANN ARMED HERSELF WITH A PAIR OF 

PISTOLS AND A BOWIE KNIFE AND WENT AFTER THEM. 

EYEWITNESS ROBERT HUNTER SAID MRS. MANN RODE UP TO 

GENERAL HOUSTON AND SAID, “GENERAL, YOU TOLE ME A 

DAM LIE. SIR, I WANT MY OXEN.” 

AT THE TIME, HOUSTON’S CANNONS WERE BOGGED DOWN IN 

A PRAIRIE WALLOW, AND THE GENERAL POINTED OUT HE 

COULD NOT MOVE THEM WITHOUT THE OXEN. TO THIS, 

PAMELA MANN RESPONDED, “I DON’T CARE A DAM FOR YOUR 

CANNON. I WANT MY OXEN.” 

“MADAM, DON’T IRRITATE ME,” HOUSTON CRIED ANGRILY. 

IN RESPONSE, PAMELA MANN WHIPPED OUT A PISTOL AND 

HER BOWIE KNIFE. “IRRITATE THE DEVIL. I AM GOING TO HAVE 

MY OXEN.” SHE CUT THE OXEN FROM THEIR TRACES AND 

DROVE THEM OFF. 

GENERAL HOUSTON’S MEN WATCHED THIS PERFORMANCE IN 

STUNNED SILENCE. AS MR. HUNTER REPORTED, “NO BODY 

SAID A WORD” AS MRS. MANN JUMPED ON HER HORSE AND 

HERDED HER OXEN 

AWAY. 

LATER, THE ARMY’S 

WAGON MASTER, 
MR. CONRAD 

ROHRER, 
PROTESTED, SAYING 

THEY NEEDED THE 

OXEN TO MOVE THE CANNONS. HE WENT AFTER THE OXEN AND 

RETURNED HOURS LATER, HIS SHIRT RAGGED AND TATTERED. 
WHEN QUESTIONED WHY HE’D RETURNED WITHOUT THE 

OXEN, HE REPLIED, “SHE WOULD NOT LET ME HAVE THEM.” 

“WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR SHIRT?” 

“SHE NEEDED IT FOR BABY RAGS.” 

SO ENDED SAM HOUSTON’S DEFEAT. FORTUNATELY FOR 

TEXAS, HE FARED BETTER AGAINST GENERAL ANTONIO LOPEZ 

DE SANTA ANNA. 
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