
DETECTIVE JOHN W. COOK 

IT HAS COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE EDITORS OF THIS FINE 

WEEKLY THAT MR. JOHN W. COOK, ORIGINALLY FROM 

LAPORTE COUNTY, INDIANA, HAS RECENTLY ESTABLISHED THE 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN DETECTIVE ASSOCIATION IN DENVER CITY. 
ALONG WITH HIS PRIVATE DUTIES, DETECTIVE COOK HAS 

ENLISTED IN THE COLORADO CAVALRY AND HAS BEEN DETAILED 

THE QUARTERMASTER OF THE DENVER POST AS GOVERNMENT 

DETECTIVE. 

 

OUR EDITOR INTERVIEWED DETECTIVE COOK AFTER HIS LAST 

CASE AND ASKED HOW HE HAPPENED TO FOLLOW THIS 

UNUSUAL BUSINESS. HIS ANSWER: “IT IS NATURAL. I CAN’T 

HELP IT; I LIKE IT.” HE STATES THAT NUMEROUS TIMES HE’S 

BEEN PLACED IN POSITIONS WHERE A LESS SHREWD, LESS 

COURAGEOUS MAN WOULD HAVE BEEN SHOT DEAD, OR 

ETERNALLY DISGRACED. HE IS BOTH BRAVE AND DISCREET, AND 

POSSESSES THE ESSENTIAL QUALITIES OF MIND AND BODY TO BE 

A SUCCESSFUL DETECTIVE. EACH OF THESE QUALITIES WILL BE 

SHOWN TRUE AS WE SHARE HIS FIRST CASE. 
 
DETECTIVE COOK AND HIS BROTHER CAME TO THE COLORADO 

TERRITORY IN 1859 WITH THE INTENT OF SEEKING THEIR 

FORTUNES IN THE GOLD MINING INDUSTRY. THEY OPERATED A 

PLACER DIGGINGS IN MISSOURI FLAT, BETWEEN BLACK HAWK 

AND RUSSELL GULCH, AND HAD ACCUMULATED $25O IN 

GOLD-DUST WHEN ONE MORNING IT DISAPPEARED.   
 
NOW DETECTIVE COOK REMEMBERED A MAN, AGAINST 

WHOM NO ONE HAD SUSPICIONS, BUT WHO HAD RECENTLY 

LEFT TOWN. COOK FOLLOWED THIS MAN, OVERTAKING HIM 

NEAR GOLDEN, AND OBTAINING A CONFESSION AND THE 

RETURN OF HIS GOLD-DUST.  
 
AS ALL KNOW, THE LAW OF THE MINERS IS DEATH FOR 

STEALING ONLY $5 WORTH OF ANY ARTICLE FROM A MINER. 
BUT COOK, BEING A KIND AND HUMANE MAN, PERMITTED THE 

FELLOW TO GO FREE AFTER THE FELLOW REIMBURSED HIM FOR 

ALL EXPENSES HE’D ENCOUNTERED DURING THE PURSUIT OF 

THE VILLAIN. 
 
I’M SURE DENVER CITIZENS, ALONG WITH OUR STAFF, LOOK 

FORWARD TO MANY MORE ADVENTURES OF OUR NEW 

DETECTIVE COOK. 
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