
TRUE POLITENESS, A HAND-BOOK OF 

ETIQUETTE FOR LADIES 

LADIES, THE NEW YORK PUBLISHERS, LEAVITT AND ALLEN, 
HAVE JUST PUBLISHED THE BOOK TRUE POLITENESS, A HAND-
BOOK OF ETIQUETTE FOR LADIES, WRITTEN BY AN AMERICAN 

LADY. THIS OUTSTANDING 64-PAGE BOOK INCLUDES 

ETIQUETTE ON SALUTATIONS, DRESS, FASHION, 
CONVERSATION, VISITING, DINNER TABLE CONVERSATION, AND 

EVEN COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE. IT IS A MUST-HAVE FOR ALL 

AMERICAN LADIES LIVING IN PROPER SOCIETY. 

 

THE BOOK WISELY INCLUDES CHANGES IN ETIQUETTE THAT 

HAVE OCCURRED OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS. FOR EXAMPLE, 
DURING INTRODUCTIONS TO A LADY OR GENTLEMAN, LADIES 

ARE ADVISED TO “MAKE A SLIGHT BUT GRACIOUS INCLINATION 

OF THE HEAD AND BODY. THE OLD STYLE OF CURTSYING HAS 

GIVEN PLACE TO THE MORE EASY AND GRACEFUL CUSTOM OF 

BOWING.”  NO MORE CURTSYING, UNLESS OF COURSE YOU ARE 

MEETING THE QUEEN. 

THE AMERICAN LADY HAS ALSO SEEN FIT TO REMIND US OF 

NUMEROUS ILL-BRED BEHAVIORS AND MANNERISMS. 
REMEMBER LADIES, SHAKING HANDS SHOWS ILL-BREEDING AS 

DOES SAYING SOMETHING LIKE “OH! IT IS OF NO 

CONSEQUENCE” TO A HOUSEGUEST WHO HAS BROKEN 

SOMETHING (ALTHOUGH REMEMBERING THEIR CLUMSINESS 

AND NOT INVITING THEM BACK IS OF COURSE ACCEPTABLE.)  

WE ALL REMEMBER THAT DRUMMING YOUR FINGERS ON A 

TABLE IS THE BEAT OF THE “DEVIL’S TATTOO,” AND WOE TO 

ANY LADY WHO READS IN AN AUDIBLE WHISPER. YOU NEVER 

WANT TO DISTURB THOSE NEAR YOU! 

THE AMERICAN LADY’S ADVICE ON COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE 

OFFERS A FEW BRIGHT REMINDERS. SHE CONFIRMS THAT 

“AFTER MARRIAGE YOU NEED NOT RETAIN THE WHOLE OF 

YOUR PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE; THOSE ONLY TO WHOM YOU 

SEND CARDS ARE FOR THE FUTURE, CONSIDERED IN THE CIRCLE 

OF YOUR VISITING ACQUAINTANCE.” IT IS ALMOST WORTH 

GETTING MARRIED TO BE RID OF THOSE PESKY ACQUAINTANCES 

ONE COULD DO WITHOUT.  

AND IF MARRIAGE IS YOUR GOAL, REMEMBER TO STRICTLY 

ADHERE TO THE AMERICAN LADY’S ADVICE ON CARDS. SHE 

REMINDS US THAT “WOMEN SHOULD NEVER PLAY, UNLESS 

THEY CAN RETAIN THE COMMAND OF THEIR TEMPER. SHE WHO 

WISHES TO WIN A HEART OR RETAIN ONE, SHOULD NEVER 

PERMIT HER ADMIRERS TO BEHOLD HER AT CARDS, AS THE 

ANXIETY THEY PRODUCE IS AS DESTRUCTIVE TO BEAUTY AS TO 

SENTIMENT.” 

THE BOOK CONCLUDES WITH THE IMPORTANT ADVICE: 

“DEAN SWIFT, I THINK, REMARKS, THAT GOOD BREEDING 

DOES NOT CONSIST SO MUCH IN THE OBSERVANCE OF 

PARTICULAR FORMS, AS IN BRINGING THE DICTATES OF 

REFINED SENSE AND TASTE TO BEAR UPON THE ORDINARY 

OCCURRENCES OF LIFE.”  
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