
WHISKEY HOLE FOR DESTITUTE PROSPECTORS 

IN JULY 1859, WILLIAM HOLMAN, EARL HAMILTON, DANIEL 

POUND AND A PARTY OF PROSPECTORS CROSSED KENOSHA 

PASS INTO SOUTH PARK INTENDING TO PUNISH UTE INDIANS 

FOR KILLING 5 PROSPECTORS FROM GREGORY GULCH.  ON THE 

BANKS OF TARRYALL CREEK IN DEADWOOD GULCH, THE 

GROUP RAISED COLOR, WITH DANIEL POUND RUMORED TO 

HAVE FOUND GOLD AS BIG AS WATERMELON SEEDS.  THE 

TARRYALL DIGGINGS WERE FOUND, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS NOT 

FOR THE FIRST TIME.   

IN 1930, THE COLORADO SPRINGS GAZETTE PUBLISHED A 

DIFFERENT STORY ABOUT THE ORIGIN OF TARRYALL.  IN THIS 

STORY, TARRYALL CREEK WAS NAMED BY A GROUP OF 

PROSPECTORS WHO PAUSED TO ‘TARRY’ ON THEIR JOURNEY 

WEST TO CALIFORNIA. THESE INITIAL PROSPECTORS MAY HAVE 

BEEN THE FIRST GOLD SEEKERS TO RAISE COLOR THERE. 

NONE-THE-LESS, RUMORS OF PLACER DEPOSITS THAT YIELDED 

“NEARLY A POUND OF GOLD A DAY FOR EACH MAN!” SPREAD 

AND SOON THE BANKS OF TARRYALL CREEK WERE FLANKED 

WITH TENTS.  THESE INITIAL INHABITANTS GAINED A 

REPUTATION FOR OVERSIZED CLAIMS AND INHOSPITABLE 

ATTITUDES, EARNING THE NEW SETTLEMENT THE NAME 

“GRABALL”.  DISGRUNTLED LATE PROSPECTORS, UNABLE TO 

STAKE A CLAIM, TRAVELED SOUTHWEST TO THE JUNCTION OF 

BEAVER CREEK AND SOUTH PLATTE RIVER AND FORMED 

FAIRPLAY—TO MOCK TARRYALL—PROMISING NEWCOMERS 

ALL CLAIMS WOULD BE FAIRLY STAKED. 

TARRYALL DIGGINGS WOULD PRODUCE AROUND 2,000,000 

DOLLARS IN GOLD. ALTHOUGH GOLD WAS PANNED ALONG THE 

CREEK ALL THE WAY INTO THE MOUNTAINS, A PARTICULARLY 

RICH PLACER CLAIM WAS DISCOVERED AT A PLACE CALLED 

WHISKEY HOLE.  PERHAPS TARRYALL WAS TRYING TO IMPROVE 

ITS IMAGE SINCE IT IS RUMORED THAT SEVERAL OF THE 

ORIGINAL PROSPECTORS SET ASIDE WHISKEY HOLE FOR 

DESTITUTE AND DOWN-AND-OUT PROSPECTORS.  THESE 

MINERS COULD ALWAYS PAN OUT THE PRICE OF A DRINK, 

ALTHOUGH THE MINER HAD TO SPEND THAT GOLD IN A LOCAL 

SALOON. IT IS SAID THAT NUMEROUS DESTITUTE PROSPECTORS 

FOUND ENOUGH GOLD AT WHISKEY HOLE TO PAY THEIR 

ACCOUNTS AT NEARBY SALOONS. 

FOR A PERIOD OF TIME, TARRYALL WAS A BUSTLING TOWN 

WHERE MINERS EVENTUALLY BROUGHT FAMILIES AND SETTLED. 

THESE SETTLERS FACED DIFFICULT LIVING CONDITIONS BUT 

THEIR STORIES INDICATE THEY SELDOM LOST THEIR SENSE OF 

HUMOR. IN ONE STORY, A WOMAN WAS CHURNING BUTTER 

WHEN AN INDIAN CAME TO HER CABIN BEGGING EATS. HE WAS 

CURIOUS ABOUT THE BUTTER SO THE WOMAN TOOK A BALL, 

WRAPPED IT IN A CABBAGE LEAF, AND GAVE IT TO HIM. THE 

INDIAN UNWRAPPED THE BUTTER AND PLACED THE BUTTER 

BALL INSIDE HIS BLANKET BEFORE HE LEFT. THE WOMAN 

ALWAYS WONDERED WHAT HAPPENED WHEN HE OPENED THE 

BLANKET TO FIND THE BUTTER MELTED. 

TARRYALL’S PROSPERITY WAS NOT TO LAST. BY 1890, 

TARRYALL WAS DESERTED AND BECAME ANOTHER COLORADO 

GHOST TOWN. 
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