Louisville, Colorado, April 29", 1859

PIKES PEAK GOLD FEVER

PIKES PEAK GOLD FEVER, SPARKED BY THE REPORTS OF THE
GOLD FOUND BY W.G. AND J.O. RUSSELL NEAR CHERRY
CREEK, HAS SWEPT THROUGH THE NATION. FOR ALL WOULD-
BE-MINER EMIGRANTS, A HANDBOOK, WRITTEN BY WM. N.
BYERS, THE LATE GOVERNMENT SURVEYOR, AND JNO. H.
KELLOM, SUP’T OF PUB. INSTRUCTION OF NEBRASKA, HAS
BEEN PUBLISHED BY D. B. COOKE & CO. THE HANDBOOK
CLAIMS TO BE A RELIABLE RESOURCE, DESCRIBING THE
COUNTRY, CLIMATE, STREAMS, SCENERY, ETC. AND PROVIDES
MANY USEFUL FACTS ABOUT THE JOURNEY WEST.

JUDGING FROM THE GOLD MANIA THAT NOW RAGES ON THE
FRONTIER, WE BELIEVE THERE WILL BE FROM 50,000 TO
100,000 PERSONS IN THE GOLD REGION BEFORE AUGUST,
1859. FOR WOULD-BE EMIGRANTS, NUMEROUS QUESTIONS
MUST BE CONSIDERED. WHICH PATH DOES ONE FOLLOW?
How MUCH DOES THE JOURNEY COST AND WHAT SUPPLIES

ARE NEEDED? BELOW ARE A FEW OF THE MANY
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE HANDBOOK.

ROUTE: THE 540 MILE JOURNEY FROM OMAHA TO CHERRY
CREEK SHOULD BE ATTEMPTED IN EARLY MAY, WHEN THE
GRASS IS SUFFICIENT FOR STOCK SUBSISTENCE. THE PLATTE
ROUTE OFFERS STREAMS THAT ARE “FORDABLE”, ROADS
“HARD AND SMOOTH”, AND A RIVER VALLEY WITH “SCARCE A
HILL.”

CosT: THE HANDBOOK INCLUDES A COMPLETE LIST OF
RECOMMENDED SUPPLIES, FROM FOOD PROVISIONS TO
MINING TOOLS AND CAMPING EQUIPMENT. T ESTIMATES AN
EMIGRANT “CAN PROCURE A COMPLETE OUTFIT AND SIX
MONTHS’ PROVISIONS FOR $158 EACH.”

CLOTHING: THE HANDBOOK RECOMMENDS DISCARDING ALL
COTTON OR LINEN CLOTHING AND TO ADAPT ONESELF TO
“WOOLEN AND LEATHER.” IT RECOMMENDS WOOLEN
UNDERCLOTHES AND SOCKS, WOOLEN OVERSHIRTS AND PANTS,
A HEAVY WATER-PROOF WOOLEN OVERCOAT, A SOFT WOOL
HAT, AND STRONG COW-HIDE BOOTS.

THE WAGON: FOR OPTIMIZING COSTS, FOUR MEN SHOULD
SHARE AN OX-DRAWN WAGON WHICH WILL NEED TO CARRY
SUPPLIES, ESTIMATED TO WEIGHT OVER 3000 LB.

TRAVEL: OXEN SHOULD ONLY BE DRIVEN ABOUT TWENTY
MILES PER DAY, ABOUT TEN HOURS OF DAILY TRAVEL, WITH A
ONE TO TWO HOUR REST MID-DAY. DURING TRAVEL, CARE
MUST BE TAKEN TO PREVENT THE ANIMALS FROM DRINKING
ALKALINE OR OTHER POISONOUS WATER.

THE HANDBOOK CONCLUDES WITH SEVERAL FIRST-PERSON
ACCOUNTS, PROVIDING AMPLE WARNING OF THE DANGERS
FACED BY FUTURE MINERS IN THE CROSSING AND IN THE GOLD
REGIONS.




